Strategies for Writing

SPORE
To help me organize ideas to write stories.
Use the SPORE strategy to help you write stories, book summaries, or any other
assignments that require you to create detailed descriptions of people and events. With
this strategy, you will construct a story web. In the center of the web is a circle where you
write the title of the story, chapter, or book that you are reviewing. Then you will draw
five circles radiating from the center circle. Each of these five circles should contain one
of the parts of the SPORE strategy. Fill in each circle with phrases or words. Do not use
complete sentences. You will write complete sentences at a later time when you write
your paper from this story web. The idea of the story web is to get all the information
down in an organized manner so that you can expand on the information when you
actually write your paper.

Setting.
•
•
•
•

Write the title of the paper in the center circle.
Draw a line from the center circle. Make a smaller circle and write the word
setting in it.
From this circle draw lines to smaller circles where you list the who (people),
what (animals, events), where (places), and when (times) in the story.
Fill in as much detail as you will need to use when writing your paper.

Problem.
•
•
•

Make another circle and write the word problem in it.
Think of the major problems that will occur in the story.
Analyze the who, what, where, and when in relationship to the problem.

Order of action.
•
•

Make another circle and write the order of action in it. List all the events that
you want to include in the story.
Number these in order in which they will happen.

Resolution.
•
•

Make another circle and write the word resolution in it.
Describe how the problem will be solved.

End.
•
•
•
•

Make the last circle and write the word end in it.
Identify how the story will be wrapped up. Describe what happens to the
various characters.
Review the story web and re-read what you have written in each circle so that
you can see if you have an organized story, that you have enough detail, and
that there are no unrelated ideas.
Now you are ready to write your paper. Write complete sentences for each of
the words and phrases in each of the circles of your story web. As you write
sentences, check off the items in the circle to make sure that you have
included everything in your story.
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